
 

Home/School Association 

The home school association's new committee is busy getting things sorted 

and working on our agenda. The first meeting will be January. We will keep 

people updated by email and on our Facebook page. The Secretary is 

Seadhna Gowen, his number is 0858792720 or we can be contacted by 

email homeschoolassociation@castlebaretns.ie. 

BAKE SALE AND COFFEE MORNING. 

On the morning of the Christmas show the home school association will 

have a bake sale and coffee morning in the tennis club from 10:30 till 11:30. 

Any donations of baked goods will be accepted. There will be a raffle on 

the day with some lovely prizes. €2 a line or 3 for €5. 

WINTER APPEAL FOR MSPCA  

We will be looking for donations of pet food, old blankets or pet toys for the 

mayo society for the prevention of cruelty to animals. A box will be provided 

at the school for this. The donations will be then presented to the MSPCA 

in January at a Friday assembly to be confirmed. 

PYJAMA DAY 

The Home/School Association will hold a fundraiser in school on December 

21st. This is the day we get our winter holidays from school. Children can 

wear their pyjamas to school or an outfit of their choice. Children are asked 

to bring €1 to school for this fundraiser. The children will put their €1 in to 

the new class money boxes which will be made from junk art materials. The 

children can decide what they would like to spend their money on at the 

end of the year. 

Winter Holidays 

School will close on Friday 21st December at 12pm for 2 weeks. We 

will reopen on January 7th at 8.50 am. We’ve had a great first term and 

have learned and achieved a lot in these short months. On behalf of our 

Board of Management and Patron Body I wish you all a peaceful and 

happy holiday season and thank you for your kindness and support. We 

have a great school community and a very dedicated, hardworking staff.  

There is a very happy buzz about our school and long may it continue. 

Season’s Greetings-Miriam and all the team in CETNS. 

 

Attendance 

Our record of attendance for November is 93.6% 
Remember every day counts! 
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November Ethical Education 

Themes 

1. Green Flag week Strand: Ethics and the Environment 

2. The Story of Christmas Strand: Belief Systems 

3. Exploring Celebrations – Festival of lights Strand: Belief 

Systems 

Winter Show 

Our winter show will take place in Castlebar Tennis Club on Tuesday 

18th of December at 11.30am. Thank you to Castlebar Tennis Club who 

have kindly allowed us to hold our show in the tennis club for free. The 

Home/School association are hosting a coffee morning and bake sale 

in the tennis club at 10.30am before the show starts. We are lucky to 

have a bigger venue for our show this year so feel free to invite extended 

family members. We look forward to seeing you all there. 

Jennifer will record the show and post a video on Facebook/School 

website. We ask that parents come and enjoy the show and let children 

see their reactions/expressions as they perform. I’m sure the children 

would rather look down at a sea of smiling faces rather that a collection 

of iPads and phones. In short we ask the audience not to 

record/photograph other children on their personal devices. 

Parking 

Unfortunately, due to planning restrictions there are no drop-off points 

or car parking facilities for parents on the school grounds or at the school 

entrance. As part of the planning conditions for use of Marsh House, 

access to school grounds by car is confined to staff only. We ask 

children and parents to “Park and Stride” to school. There are a number 

of local car parks nearby which can be used. If your child is late to 

school, please call into the office to Jennifer and sign the late register. 

Thank you.  

 

Absence Notes & 

Punctuality  

If your child is absent please fill out the form on the school website 

www.castlebaretns.ie/attendance  the password is CETNS_access 

Every minute in school counts so please try and ensure your child is in their 

line at 8.50am each morning.  

Work Experience 

This month we welcome Adam Khier to CETNS for his transition year work 

experience. Svetlana Stanikic and Selina Murima from Castlebar College 

of Further Education are also on placement in our school. All our volunteers 

are Garda Vetted and will work alongside the class teachers. 

 

 

Winter Show Practice 

We will be practicing for our Winter show on Wednesday 12th December 

in Castlebar Tennis Club. We will be walking to the tennis club so wear 

comfortable shoes. Please ensure your child is dressed in waterproof 

clothing-it will probably rain! 

http://www.castlebaretns.ie/attendance


 
 

 

 

Special Visitor 

Carole Reynolds from Connemara National Park visited all classes to 

talk to the children about birds on the 4th of December. We learned many 

new facts about birds. Carole visited our school last year and was 

delighted to come back again this year. We hope to make this an annual 

event.  

Green Schools 

Brenda and our Green Schools Committee have been very busy. They 

organised a wonderful Green Flag Week for everyone. We learned all 

about recycling and picked litter in the yard and outside our school. A 

special thanks to Niamh Durcan, who is our parent representative on 

the Green Schools Committee who presented our special awards in 

assembly on December 7th.  

 

Trip to the Garda Station 

Miriam’s class will visit Garda Mick Toland in Castlebar Garda Station 

on December 13th. We are really looking forward to our tour of the 

station. Our friends in first class visited the station in October and junior 

infants will visit the station in 2019.  

 

HSE Vaccinations 

HSE vaccinations for Junior Infants will take place on Wednesday 9th 

January. We will send home a letter in your child’s homework bag and 

we ask that you fill it out and return it as soon as possible.  

Child Protection 

All children need to be with an adult supervised in the yard until 8.50am. 

Please handover your child to their class teacher safely. If children are 

left unsupervised it is a welfare issue and we are duty bound to notify 

the HSE. 

.  

Shining Stars Winners 

Each Friday we have assembly. This is where the whole school comes 

together to talk about our Learn Together theme of the week. Awards 

are given to pupils who have made a good effort with the theme of 

each week.  

Believe in Yourself 

Date  Class Name 
09/11/2018   JI  Alex 
   JI  Hugh 
   SI Bobby 
   SI Ula 
   1st Lea 
   1st Clodagh 
 

Yard Week 

Date  Class Name 
16/11/2018   JI  Arya 
   JI  Ilyas 
   SI Ellie 
   SI Sophia 
   1st Saoirse 
   1st Lukas 
 

Feelings 

Date  Class Name 
23/11/2018   JI  Noah F 
   JI  Orin 
   SI Liam 
   SI Alba 
   1st Laila 
   1st Sarah S 
 

Special Books & Leaders 

Date  Class Name 
30/11/2018   JI  Tiarnan 
   JI  Ryan 
   SI Luke 
   SI Abbie 
   1st Joshua 
   1st Yakoub 
 
 
 
 

Literacy Lift Off 

Literacy Lift Off has been running in Brenda’s class this term. I am 

delighted to hear how much the boys and girls have enjoyed reading 

different books every day. All children improved their reading and writing 

as a result of this programme. We are looking forward to starting 

Literacy Lift Off in senior infants in January. A massive thank you to all 

our parents and extended family members who volunteered to cover 

books. The school has made a huge investment in this reading 

programme which will benefit all children in the school now, and for 

years to come.  

Public Health Nurse 

The public health nurse will visit Junior Infants on December 10th and 

11th. This is your child’s next developmental check. She will test your 

child’s hearing and vision and will let you know if your child needs any 

follow up tests. 

Parent Teacher Meetings 

Thank you/ Go raibh maith agat / Gracias / Dziękuję Ci / Abrigado / 

Blagodaryu vas and Ačiū to all parents who attended the parent 

teacher meetings recently. A huge thanks also to all the teachers who 

met everyone on different days and at various times.  This is an 

advantage of being such a small school, we can accommodate parents 

in this way, as the school grows this might not always be the case. 

 


