
 

Attendance 

Our record of attendance for January is 92.3%  
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Clobber for Cash 

Spring clean out in aid of our school tour. All textiles except, duvets, 

pillows, welcome. The textiles/clothes/shoes can be dropped off in the 

morning or at collection time, our Home/School Association will facilitate 

an evening drop off, details of this will be emailed later. What can be 

recycled? All types of clothing, Bags & Shoes (please tie shoes together 

using laces), Hats & Belts, Towels & Curtains, Bed Linen (sheets, pillow 

cases, duvet covers). 

Digital Learning Plan 

As part of our Digital Learning Plan each teacher will be trying out a new 

element of Digital Technologies this spring. The school is purchasing 10 

iPads and 6 headsets to get the ball rolling. iPads will be used to write 

code for the Lego WeDo kits and to record reading, photograph work for 

e-portfolios and as a listening station during literacy lift-off. The children 

will be disappointed that there will be no apps for playing games on and 

the iPads will not be used as digital textbooks. Jojo (Creative Schools) 

has recommended some creative apps to trial also. Sarah’s room will 

be trialing ‘Seesaw’, Declan’s room will be using ‘Kahoot’ and Ellen’s 

room will be using ‘Book Creator’. 

 

Primary Language 

Curriculum 

A new Primary Language Curriculum has been introduced and schools are 

asked to close for three half days to allow staff to watch webinars. As 

Miriam and Brenda are on leave at the moment, I think it would make more 

sense for us to watch these webinars on Friday April 3rd at 12pm and 

Friday June 26th at 12pm. So it means that it’s the day of the spring 

(Easter) holidays and summer holidays. Then in September 2020 we will 

have a full day closure to plan with a PDST (Professional Development 

Service for Teachers) support person. We will watch the third webinar on 

this day. Practically for parents and for teaching staff this arrangement will 

be more beneficial. We will endeavour to include this day in our school 

calendar which we hope to have ready in the next few weeks. 

School Tour 

For our school tour this year we will be going to Breaffy House Hotel 
grounds for a “Let’s Go” day of sport and activities. Our school tour will be 
on 23rd of May and to save us paying for a bus can you drop your child and 
pick them up from Breaffy please. We will start at 9:30am and finish at 
3:15pm for all children. Of course if you need to pick up earlier than this we 
can facilitate. The cost of the tour is €26 per child. We will hold a few 
fundraising events to subsidise this cost. All money in the class money 
boxes will go into the tour fund. Cash for Clobber money and donations 
form the HSA will be included too. Save the date May 23rd. 

 

Dates for Your Diaries 

Feb 14th – School Photos 
Feb 17th to 21st – Spring Mid Term Break 
Feb 24th to 28th  – Humanism Week: Guest speaker, Linda McNulty 
(Westport Humanist Association) 
March 16th & 17th – St. Patrick’s Day Bank Holiday Weekend 
 

School Self Evaluation 

We are working on Fluency again this year. As a staff we identified this as 

an area of need in reading. 

What we mean by Reading Fluency: 

Accuracy – Ability to identify most words correctly 

Automatic – Ability to recognise words rapidly and effortlessly, saving 

mental energy for comprehension 

Prosody – The ability to read expressively, using phrasing and voice tone 

to support understanding and convey meaning. 

The school self evaluation process allows us to identify an area of need, 

gather evidence, implement strategies to improve fluency and evaluate any 

improvements made. In term 3 we will have weekly winners of Fluency 

Awards at assembly 

School Photos 

School photos will take place on Friday 14th February. County Photos 

will take the photographs. You will have the opportunity to view the 

photos after the photos have been taken and can place an order should 

you wish to do so. This is a completely optional service. The school 

earns commission but there is no pressure from us to purchase the 

photographs. 



 
 

 

 

Shining Stars Winners 

We’ve had many shining stars in recent weeks. The children are: 

Handwriter of the week 

Date  Room  Name 
10/01/2020  Sarah’s   Makho 
   Declan’s  Iarlaith 
   Ellen’s  Adam 
17/01/2020  Sarah’s   Joseph 
   Declan’s  Aaron 
   Ellen’s  David 
24/01/2020  Sarah’s   Benjamin 
   Declan’s  Noah S 
   Ellen’s  Leja 
31/01/2020  Sarah’s   Grace 
   Declan’s  Ellie 
   Ellen’s  James 
 

New Beginnings 

Date  Room  Name 
10/01/2020  Sarah’s   Orin 
   Sarah’s   Dorian 
   Declan’s  Noah H 
   Declan’s  Mia 
   Ellen’s  Yakoub 
   Ellen’s  Joshua 

Human Rights Week 1 

Date  Room  Name 
17/01/2020  Sarah’s   Benjamin 
   Sarah’s   Poppy 
   Declan’s  Packie 
   Declan’s  Alba 
   Ellen’s  Marek 
   Ellen’s  Lukas 

Human Rights Week 2 

Date  Room  Name 
24/01/2020  Sarah’s   Seth 
   Sarah’s   Zimaal 
   Declan’s  Bobby 
   Declan’s  Ellie 
   Ellen’s  Brooke 
   Ellen’s  Sarah S 

Student Council Shining Star 

Date  Room  Name 
31/01/2020  Sarah’s   Noah F 
   Sarah’s   Makho 
   Declan’s  Alanna 
   Declan’s  Sophia 
   Ellen’s  Fionn 
   Ellen’s  Adam 

 

 

In My Shoes 

"In My Shoes" is an appeal for a donation of quality, pre-loved trainers 
& sports shoes from families in Ireland, which are sent to kids in 
townships in Cape Town, South Africa. Shoes will need to be 

 Boys or girls football boots and runners/trainers, ages 4 -16 

 Clean (machine washed if possible, and leather football 
boots as clean as you can get them) 

 In good condition 

 Securely fastened together by laces or cable ties (NB) 
Note - "In My Shoes" can't accept any other types of shoes i.e. sandals, 
wellington boots, hiking boots, school shoes etc 
How to donate: please visit www.inmyshoes.ie or email 
national@inmyshoes.ie 
Deadline: Monday 17th February. 
The children may also like to include a note with each pair of shoes to 
tell the kids in Cape Town a little bit about themselves and the sports 
they play - this was very much appreciated in the townships in the 2019 

campaign. 

How to wash your hands 

You can help to stop the spread of bacteria that cause infection by 
simply cleaning your hands. Every day in Ireland, hundreds of people 
get sick because of healthcare-associated infections. These infections 
can cause serious illness and sometimes even death. Having clean 
hands is the best way to stop the spread of harmful germs. About 30% 
to 50% of infections that start in hospitals can be avoided. 
Clean your hands: Use soap and water or alcohol hand rub to clean 
your hands regularly. 
How to wash your hands with soap and water 

1. Wet your hands with warm water and apply soap. 
2. Rub your hands together until the soap forms a lather. 
3. Rub the top of your hands, between your fingers and under 

your fingernails. 
4. Do this for about 15 seconds. 
5. Rinse your hands under running water. 
6. Dry your hands with a clean towel or paper towel. 

Hand hygiene at home: When you're at home or not in hospital, make 
sure you clean your hands: 

 after you use the toilet 

 once you clean up after your pet 

 before you prepare or handle food 

 after touching raw meat 

 after you use public transport 

 when you get home after meeting lots of people 
Cleaning your hands can help you avoid: 

 colds and flu 

 tummy bugs that cause diarrhoea, such as norovirus 

 eye infections such as conjunctivitis 

 superbugs such as MRSA and VRE 
Many of these infections are common in children. Parents and childcare 
workers should always make sure children clean their hands regularly. 
 

Student Council 

Newly elected Student Council 

 Saoirse Corcoran 

 Joshua Morris 

 Brooke Doran 

 

 Niamh Rodgers 

 Liam Wochna 

 Abbie Quinn 
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